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veterans receiving financial aid.

by Alan Bisbort

Down by Seaside Chapel on Enders Island, as the waves of
the Atlantic Ocean lap over the coastal rocks behind him,
Phil Klay talks writing with several military veterans who are
enrolled in Fairfield’s MFA creative writing program.

Winner of the National Book Award for his first collection
of short stories, Redeployment (2014), Klay stands on the
glistening rocks with his back to the water while the students
form a semicircle around him.

Participants in Fairfield’s MFA program come each
semester for a 10-day residency on the island located off the
coast of Mystic, Conn., to live in the retreat’s guest rooms,
eat in the dining hall, and talk about their work.

At the end of their time in this idyllic setting, the students
head back to their respective homes to complete the
semester’s curriculum under the mentorship of a writing
program instructor.

On this sweltering late July afternoon, Klay is relaxed as
he walks the beautiful 11-acre grounds of Enders Island and
talks about writing. “I'm a Catholic writer who had a Jesuit
education, and the Jesuit worldview played a big role in
shaping who | am,” said Klay. “Being at Fairfield is a good fit.”
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National Book Award-winner and former
marine Phil Klay is Fairfield’s MFA writer-in-
residence, a boon for the program’s military

“I’m a Catholic
writer who had a
Jesuit education,
and the Jesuit
worldview played a
big role in shaping
who | am.”

— Phil Klay, author

* Left: National Book
Award-winner Phil Klay who
is serving as Fairfield’s MFA
writer-in-residence.
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